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Upgrade
to a new
IT career
this year.

*We place over 90%
of our eligible course
graduates into
employment

We provide:
Proven IT learning methods
Weekly intakes — start next week

Industry certifications recognised
worldwide

The option to study part-time or full-time
or work and study at the same time

Study options for Domestic
and International Students
(min IELTS 5.5 required)

NZQA approved
qualifications,
professional development
skills, interview training
and CV development

Free graduate
placement
assistance
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Contact us for a free careers consultation:

0508 48 48 84

WWW.computerpowerplus.ac.nz
Auckland: Level 6, 246 Queen Street
Wellington: Level 12, Plimmer Tower
Christchurch: 163 Madras Street
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pecialists in IT training
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NEW ZEALAND

NAVIGATE YOUR
STUDY FUNDING

by DAVID McDONALD

Getting a student loan can be a stressful
task. However, it can be simple if you
understand the structure and process.
We have put together a brief introduction
to acquiring financial assistance from
StudyLink to help fund your study.

StudyLink is a Ministry of Social Development
service which delivers information and financial
support to students. They administer student loans,
assistance with costs and allowances to help
students achieve successful education outcomes.

There are two main parts to the StudyLink
support system:

Student loan: Made up of three parts; tertiary
fees, course-related costs and living costs. You
must repay these costs!

Student allowance: Weekly payment to students
who meet certain criteria. You don't this pay back!

STUDENT LOAN:
To qualify for a student loan, generally
YOU MUST:

Be enrolled in a Tertiary Education
Commission approved course

Be enrolled in study for at least 32
weeks with a value of at least 0.25 EFTS
(Equivalent Full-Time Student) or more

Sign a contract with the Government

Nominate a NZ-based contact person
(condition of accessing student loan)

Be a New Zealand citizen or have lived

in New Zealand for at least two years and
have been entitled to reside indefinitely in
New Zealand for two or more years. This will
increase to three years from 1 January 2014.

Be under the age of 55 to receive
course-related costs and living costs.

There may be other eligibility or entitlement
(riteria that can affect the assistance you
receive. Check online and sit the eligibility test:
https://online.studylink.govt.nz/ODSAnon/
en_GB/MSDSLODSEligibility_homePage.do?
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COURSE FEES:

I your loan is approved for fees, StudyLink will
pay your compulsory academic fees directly to
your education provider.

You generally sign a new student loan contract
for each year.

Apply for a student loan here:
https://online.studylink.govt.nz/0DSAnon/
logon-landing.html

Once complete, your application will be
processed. You will be sent a student loan
contract either online or in the mail. Sign it
and post it back with any documents StudyLink
may have requested. Follow the instructions
closely and read the terms.

COURSE-RELATED COSTS:

This component of the student loan is designed
to cover costs related to study such as transport,
textbooks and stationery.

You can borrow up to $1000 per year. You can
apply online using your MyStudyLink account
once your student loan has been approved.

You don't need to claim the whole sum at once
— you can claim as and when it's needed.

LIVING COSTS:

The final part of the student loan is living costs
which you apply for with your loan. Apply for
this if you don't qualify for a student allowance
but you require assistance with weekly
expenses such as food and rent.

Currently, you can borrow up to $173.56 a
week for living costs while you are studying.

To be eligible for living costs you must be
studying full-time or limited full-time
(need StudyLink approval).

Make sure you apply for your Student Loan
at least three weeks before your course starts.

(T) REMEMBER ONLY BORROW

WHAT YOU NEED!



A student allowance is a weekly payment to
help with your living expenses while you study
full-time. YOU DO NOT PAY THIS BACK!

Whether you are eligible and how much you
qualify for is determined by several factors:
Yourincome
Your parents’ income if you are aged
under 24
If you live in your family/parental home;
If you have a partner (if you're 24 or over)
and what their income is

If you have children.

To check if you qualify and how much you
may be entitled to go to the StudyLink online
student allowance calculator:

With a student allowance you can currently
earn up to $208.00 (before tax) a week before
your payments are affected.

When you have checked your eligibility,
apply online:

University of Otago offers more
than 50 different science majors...

Anatomy

Applied Geology
Aquaculture and Fisheries
Biochemistry

Botany

Chemistry

Clothing and Textile Sciences
Computational Modelling
Computer Science
Consumer Food Science
Design for Technology
Ecology

Economics

Electronics

Energy Management
Energy Studies

Environmental Management
Food Science

Forensic Analytical Science
Genetics

Geographic Information Systems

Geography

Geology

Human Nutrition
Information Science

Land Planning and Development

Mathematics and Statistics

Microbiology and Immunology

Molecular Biotechnology
Neuroscience
Pharmacology

Physical Education, Sport and Exercise
Sciences
« Exercise and Sport Science
« Exercise Préscription and Management ' |
+ ProfessionaliStudies
+ Sport and Leisure Studies
Physics
Physiology
Plant Biotechnology
Psychology
Software Engineeril
Sport and Exercise Nutstion
Sports Technology
Surveying Measurement
Telecommunications
Loology

... which makes choosing Otago the easy part

APPLY FOR YOUR TERTIARY COURSES.

CHECK YOUR STUDENT LOAN AND ALLOWANCE ELIGIBILITY.

CHECK YOU HAVE ALL THE REQUIRED DOCUMENTS.

APPLY ONLINE!

STUDYLINK WILL PROCESS YOUR APPLICATION.

You can follow its progress on your MyStudyLink account.

YOU WILL RECEIVE A CONTRACT.
Sign and return ASAP to StudyLink along with any documents they request.

STUDYLINK WILL THEN NOTIFY YOU
ONCE YOU HAVE MET ALL OF THEIR REQUESTS.

STUDYLINK WILL LIAISE WITH YOUR TERTIARY PROVIDER
AND CONFIRM YOUR ENROLMENT.

YOUR STUDENT LOAN WILL EITHER BE APPROVED OR DENIED.

IF SUCCESSFUL YOU WILL BE SENT A LOAN ENTITLEMENT ADVICE LETTER.

This will let you know what you qualify for.
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